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DOWN ARGENTINE WAY 


In these difficult days of post-war recon- 
struction many are the young people of the 
Old World who dream that perhaps a great 
future might await them, if they tried their 
luck in a new country. They vision peace 
and plenty, and, who knows, great oppor- 
tunities to build a home and a lucrative 
future. Encouragement is given to these 
dreams—the new countries need workers— 
the old, alas, are still suffering from terrible 
war scars and can offer very little. 

Week after week ships arrive at the Port 
of Buenos Aires, carrying hundreds of 
young couples eager to build their future 
in the Argentine. Amongst these are many 
British wives and their Polish husbands 
and children. For some, after many wecks 
spent in the Emigration Hotel with hun- 
dreds of others of all nationalities also 
hoping for a future, hopes and ambitions 
are dampened. 

Hotels and lodgings are prohibitive, and 
houses unprocurable. The shops in the 
town are a sight for sore eyes, but prices are 
very high. How often has one heard the re- 
mark “This is surely a land of plenty, but 
we are worse off than we were back Home. 
Everything costs so much, we can hardly 
buy anything.” 

Amongst the less fortunate, there are 
those living in one room, in some cases 
without beds, in a drab and poor neigh- 
bourhood—coping with children who have 
nowhere to play, and naturally wander to 
the streets—where unpaved roads and 
stagnant water compare poorly with their 
Scottish homes. The days for them seem 
very long. The great majority of Polish 
emigrants have lived in the Argentine 
before the war, many of them having 
relations here, and they therefore have not 
found it difficult to settle, although the 
increased cost of living has come as a great 
shock to them. While husbands work in 
local factories, wives have also to contend 
with the difficulties of language and cus- 


toms. In many cases dire poverty and 
loneliness make many of these folk long for 
Home. 

The dreams for many have ended and 
stark reality has taken their place. “If only 
Mother were near and I might run and talk 
matters over with her'’—well, Mother is not 
here, but the Toc H (Women's Section) is. 
The older members of the Toc H Family 
hear many stories of hardships, quarrels 
and difficulties. Comfort and counsel is 
given and problems smoothed out. 

Toc H (Women’s Section) have realised 
that amongst these people there is a great 
job to be done. At the Toc H Centre 
fortnightly teas are arranged where a happy 
welcome awaits these strangers. The child- 
ren come and are some of the most en- 
thusiastic guests. First and third Tuesdays 
are marked out on calendars, and some of 
these children, little more than toddlers, 
even say to their mothers “Is it Tuesday, 
Mummy? Can we go to Toc H?” Toys are 
provided and games organised for them in 
the open “patios”, while Mothers sit and 
talk and reminisce. Triendships are readily 
inade, and a Lending Library removes at 
least one ohstacle. “Books are so expensive, 
and we cannot afford to buy the English 
papers.” 

‘Through another branch of Community 
welfare work, after close investigation, 
wardrobes are replenished. Bare rooms 
begin to take the semblance of home. Toc H 
Members going Home on leave make a 
point of calling on relatives and thus make 
a happy contact and bring encouragement 
to many anxious homes in Britain. 

Christmas is celebrated in a big way by 
Toc H (Women’s Section), Argentine Area. 
An Annual Party is held where some 350 
guests are entertained, of all ages from 9 
months to 100 years! For many this is the 
only party to which they can look forward 
throughout the year. Naturally the new- 
comers share in the fun, and Father 
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Christmas cleverly manages to provide a 
gift for each and all. The presents consist 
of underclothing, cigarettes and tobacco, 
stockings or socks and ties, while the 
Christmas tree, sparkling with coloured 
candles, is heavily laden with a variety of 
toys. 

The long trestle tables decorated with 
coloured flowers, groan under the weight 
of cakes, sandwiches and buns. A variety 
concert is organised to follow the tea, where 
a conjuror mystifies his audience and dainty 
young dancers pirouette on the stage. The 
music and singing also give great enjoyment 
and it is little wonder, as the very best 


The fun of spring cleaning books for me 
is that it never gets done! But what a time 
for “dipping” and renewing old enjoy- 
ments. Here may I share with you a few 
refinds, they may also be your well tried 
friends, if not may I encourage you to put 
them on your library list, for I expect many 
of them are not to be found on the book 
stalls. I started my dipping irto that 
beautifully illustrated and printed book 
Edward Wilson of the Antarctic by George 
Seaver. Vistt to Gottingen caught my eye 
and having recently visited our Services 
Club there, I was caught. and captured 
again the wonder of that quiet and great 
personality, This is a book to have in every 
branch library and with it The Faith of 
Edward Wilson also by G. Seaver. In this 
we are allowed some insight into the secret 
of why “he was the strong man his fellows 
looked up to in their difficulties”. His rule 
of life was such that one of his companions 
on the Polar Expedition said of him “the 
quality that made him so loved was because 
he never for one moment thought of him- 
self... it has come as a shock to some of 
us to learn for the first time that he held a 
service to himself up in the crow’s nest every 
week.” 

Further dipping brought me to Eileen 
Bigland’s Laughing Odyssey and Under- 
standing the Russians. The first is a travel 
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Community artists are always ready to help 
on this occasion. 

In a corner of the large ballroom a small 
Manger stands as a constant reminder of 
Christ's birth and God's love for mankind. 
The children love -this corner and are 
greatly attracted by the angel and the 
shining star. 

At the close of the evening parties are 
escorted back to their various homes in 
large charabancs, and the weary organisers 
sit down to take a deep breath, for Christ- 
mas generally falls at the hottest time of 
the year, when the temperature is about 
go degrees in the shade. 


BOOKS AND 
SPRING CLEANING 


story of adventure and humorous experi- 
ences in Russia published in 1997 and the 
second is a very well balanced historical 
review of the community of races we call 
“the Russians”, published in 1948. Both 
are refreshing to read at a time when we 
tend to think that all is black and fearful 
behind the “Iron Curtain”. These books 
do not paint the picture as all rosy, but give 
the information that we so often fail to 
remember or never knew, in a readable and 
interesting form. 

On March yth, 1549, the first English 
Prayer Book was printed and published. 
Next to the Bible, the Prayer Book has 
made the greatest contribution to the 
English language. We may well remember 
with gratitude those who were inspired to 
translate and those who applied the new 
art of printing, making it possible for many 
Protestants to possess their own Prayer 
Book. 

Every Man’s History of the Prayer Book 
by Percy Deamer, published in 1912, and 
Learning to Pray With the Church by 
Verney Johnstone, published in 1949, are 
two books that give us interesting facts 
about the way the Prayer Book was com- 
piled and the changes that have been made 
in 400 years. Whatever our denominational 
loyalty, these books help us to appreciate 
our heritage. P.W.W. 


WORSHIP 


It is possible at least that some would be 
more attracted if this article were headed 
“Why go to Church?” or “Why pray?”. We 
prefer an open argument on familiar 
ground; whereas the word “Worship” 
sounds rather like a museumi-piece, of in- 
terest only to antiquarians. So why spend 
Scarce paper and printer's ink on “Wor- 
ship"? Our first answer is that we obey the 
Editor’s command—our second is the hope 
that, though the starting point may seem 
unpromising, it may lead to light on the 
why and wherefore of prayer and church- 
going. After all, there is no more familiar 
‘phrase than that which we hear and use 
every time we assist at Morning Prayer. 
namely, “O come, let us worship and fall 
down and kncel before the Lord our 
Maker”. So 


WHAT IS WORSHIP? 


Worship may best be thought of as man’s 
reaction to God’s revelation or “epiphany”, 
which is the theme of the Bible as a whole. 
Let us consider the less familiar word, 
epiphany, first. 

It is a cominon Greek word meaning 
something shown, an appearance, a spec- 
tacle, a vision, As such it came into use in 
the Greek-speaking Eastern Church as the 
name associated with the Birth and Baptism 
of our Lord. With the meaning of the name 
in mind, no name could be more appro- 
priate, for here ts God's unveiling of Him- 
self, His manifestation, in His Incarnate 
Son, in the God-man Jesus Christ. Doubt- 
less, if in those days the Churches of the East 
and West had been in the habit of keeping 
the Lord's Birthday on the same date, 
Epiphany, not Christmas, would be to us 
the name given to the Festival of the Lord’s 
Birth. But it was not so. The dates were 
twelve days apart—December 25th in the 
West, January 6th in the East—both kept 
as sacred days by pagan religion long before 
the Christian era. Ready to adopt and make 
the most of the name Soa et but un- 
willing to change the traditional date of 
commemorating the Birthday of the Lord, 
the Church of the West compromised. 
December 25th remained the Festival of the 
Lord’s Birth, the prime unveiling of God 
in the Babe of Bethlehem, while January 
6th with the title “Festival of the Epiphany” 
became as it is with us now primarily 


associated with the manifestation of the 
Christ to the representatives of the Gentile 
world. 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Now it is this epiphany or unveiling of 
God, long prepared for, which found ful- 
filment “in the face of Jesus Christ”, that 
invites, calls for and, but for our blindness, 
compels the reaction symbolized by the 
word “worship”. We are not told that the 
shepherds worshipped the new-born Babe, 
but the scene as depicted is full of the won- 
der which goes with worship, and the song 
of the angels—“Glory to God"'—is heard. 
Of the Wise Men it is said that the object ol 
their journey was to find and worship, and 
that finding they worshipped and presented 
their gifts. Worship thus is seen as an out- 
ward movement, a giving-out rather than 
a taking-in, an expression in response to 
and called out by an im pegason And this 
impression is God’s epiphany in one of its 
manifold aspects—seemingly the pre-requi- 
site of that “worship of the Father in spirit 
and in truth” which our Lord said God asks 
of man. 
DUTY AND DESIRE 
It is against this background that we need 
to consider the subject of Christian worship. 
Worship is the best and most comprehen- 
sive answer to the question of individual 
prayer and of corporate Church-going. 
Ideally, like all giving, it should be glad, 
willing, spontaneous— "not grudgingly nor 
of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful 
giver”, (2 Cor. 9, 7). But we are met with a 
command, “Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God”. Can we worship to order? Before 
giving a direct negative to the question, 
which many are tempted to give, it is well 
to realize that all worthy achievement and 
self-expression in other fields besides that of 
religion call for self-discipline. Duty may 
and does come into conflict with desire; but 
we should doubtless be mistaken if we 
imagined that the author of the words, 
“Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, 
so longeth my soul alter thee, O God", 
reached the point so expressed except by 
following the path of duty. And few Chris- 
tians would claim that they live always and 
consistently, without let or hindrance, on 
that level where duty and desire are com- 
pletely harmonized. Moments of vision, 
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when worship is natural and spontaneous, 
are all too apt to be followed by times when 
the vision fails and faith becomes weak, and 
duty must be allowed to come to the rescue. 


SERMON-TASTING ? 


But we must come back to earth. The 
primary meaning and intention of worship 
is a rendering to God of what is due to Him. 
But, when this is understood, we can go on 
to explain what is meant by calling the 
term worship “comprehensive”. Worship 
strictly means a giving-out, but ideally it 
includes much taking-in. But, far more than 
is generally realized, the profitable taking-in 
depends on each individual in the pew 
recognizing that he, no less than the parson 
and the choir, has his contribution to make 
to the common act of worship. Congrega- 
tional worship has reality as it is scen to 
depend on “that which every point sup- 
pleth”. Undoubtedly the parson, as leader 
and preacher, has highest responsibility. 
Undoubtedly too, if there is a sermon, the 
worshipper in the pew is right in hoping 
to be benefited and helped—enlightened in 
mind, warmed in heart, strengthened in 
faith. But it may not be the sermon’s fault 
if it fails to do any of these things, unless 
there is on the part of the listener the at- 
titude of one wanting above all to be helped 
to a clearer vision of God and so to a 
worthier offering of worship and of wor- 
shipful life. We have no right to go to 
Church chiefly as “sermon-tasters”, without 
expecting disappointment. The constrain- 
ing and abiding impulse to glad and satis- 
fying churchgoing may well be ours only as 
we become less dependent on any preacher 
or even on there being a sermon, more 
aware of the infectious challenge of the lit- 


urgy to worship in wonder, love and praise. 
It was this that St. Paul had in mind when 
he pictures even “men unbelieving and 
ignorant”, by some chance finding them- 
selves among Christian worshippers, led to 
“worship God and declare that God is 
among you indeed”. 


GIVING AND RECEIVING 


But beyond this, giving and receiving be- 
come mingled in all acts and forms of 
Christian devotion and worship. In a sense, 
at least, prayer may have its immediate 
answer, bread and wine offered to God are 
received back as spiritual food, the Word 
of God—itself part of our offering to Him— 
comes back to us with fresh meaning, read 
or sung by many voices or prophctically in- 
terpreted by the preacher. Thus it is that 
the Introduction to Morning and Evening 
Prayer does not draw sharp distinction he- 
tween giving and receiving, though it does 
put first the rendering of thanks and the 
setting forth of God’s praise—that giving 
which is real only as it is responsive to the 
vision of God the Eternal Giver, ever worthy 
of praise far beyond man’s capacity to give, 
cither by the words of his mouth or by the 
practical output of a devoted life. 

Once again, in material things and still 
more with regard to things spiritual, there 
is truth in the sayings “a gift without the 
giver is bare”, and “we get by giving”. And 
the truth springs out of the fact that man 
is a child of God Who is Love. Life’s lesson, 
first, last and all his days is, as Robert 
Browning said, the lesson “o’ learning love” 
—this coupled with the fact that man's cre- 
dit at the bank of Divine Love, through no 
merit of his own, is inexhaustible, because 
“Jove never faileth”. 

E. S. G. WICKHAM. 


THE LOVE OF CHRIST 


His love doth give [rom sin release, 
And leaning on His breast is peace, 
Doth hush the evening’s muted plaint 
And make of thee a happy saint. 


His grace can drop a lowly seed 
And it shall sweeten all thy need, 
A sovran remedy for sin; 

His Herb of Grace growing within. 


His laughter leaps to capture thee, 
Thy captive loving to set free. 

His loving cloaks thee from the cold, 
Fold upon fold, fold upon fold. 
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LIGHT—A TOC H CEREMONY 


Scene 


A Toc H Room—the usual pictures on the 
walls—a table covered with an orange and 
black table-cloth, somewhat crumpled. On 
the table are a couple of half-empty tea- 
cups, a handbag, a hat, scarf and gloves, a 
Toc H Lamp, a half-flled ash-tray and an 
assortment of papers. Several members are 
sitting or standing and drinking tea. At 
intervals the door opens, others come in 
and are given tea. At length the chairman 
glances at the clock: it is 8.45. 

“I say girls—just look at the time! We'd 
better not wait for the others, we're over 
half an hour late already. Peggy, will you 
take Light? No?—Well, Doris, will you? 
—Oh dear! I wish you wouldn’t all be so 
shy. I suppose I'd better take it again myself. 
And as we've such a lot of business to-night 
we'll have Prayers straight on, so people 
who- have to go carly won't miss them. 
Someone switch off the light, please.” A 
tea-cup crashes to the floor. “So sorry! I 
can’t find the matches. Has anyone a 
lighter?” The light is switched on again 
and someone produces a box of matches. 
The room is again darkened. The chairman 
applies a match to the wick of the lamp 
but it will not burn. “Has anyone a hatpin? 


Thanks so much.” The wick is coaxed 


higher and at length burns somewhat 
sulkily. 

“Light!” 

The ceremony of Light proceeds without 
further incident, At its conclusion the chair- 
man calls out “Light!”—ıhe lights are 
switched on, prayers are taken and business 
proceeds. 

When you were small, did you enjoy the 
sort of puzzle which said “How many mis- 
takes can you find in this picture?” Perhaps 
you would like to play it again? But I'm 
afraid, in this case, no prize is promised to 
the most successful competitor even if the 
result is in your best handwriting and 
certified to be your own unaided effort! 


I suppose for those of us who have ever 
been to a Toc H Festival the high peak is 
reached in the Ceremony of Grand Light. 
Few could stand unmoved by the silence, 
the darkness, the quivering glow of tiny 
lights, remote, pervading—and then the 
Voice that for a brief moment brings the 
Unseen so near to this world of sense. For 
fellowship in Toc H is not only of this 
world. Linked with the past, it is the chal- 
lenge for to-day and for all the tomorrows. 

In the article on Fellowship and Service 
on the Discussion Page of the March num- 
ber of Tur Loc we were reminded that the 
purpose of the Family Gathering in any 
Branch is to get a glimpse of the Eternal 
Realities and so to go away strengthened to 
fight for the setting up of God’s Kingdom. 
At no point is this more emphasised than 
in the Ceremony of Light. 

From time to time questions come in 
relative to the Lamp and the Ceremony of 
Light. It is proposed to deal with some of 
them here and to leave them for your 
further discussion. 

* kd * 


The Lamp 

“Is it contrary to the wish of Toc H 
(Women’s Section) that Lamps should be 
housed and used in consecrated buildings?” 


This is a question that arises at intervals 
throughout the years. The answer must 
depend on circumstances. Since Toc H is a 
Christian movement it is natural that it 
should. from time to time, foregather for 
worship, maybe for re-dedication, in the 
church or chapel of some particular de- 
nomination. It may follow that the Lamp 
would then be used. It may be convenient 
for the Lamp to be permanently housed 
there in some not too conspicuous spot. 
But it would be wrong if it were regarded 
as part of the furnishing of the church or 
lighted at other than a specific Toc H 
gathering. 
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“Where should the Lamp be placed 
during the Branch Meeting?” 


That each Branch must decide for itself. 
The point is that the Lamp is a symbol, and 
as such should be placed where it can be 
seen by all throughout the meeting, but 
particularly during the Ceremony of Light. 
Moreover it should be treated as a thing of 
dignity, apart, and not cluttered up with 
odds and ends as in the horrific picture that 
headed this article. A wall-bracket specially 
designed is the ideal, but this is probably 
not possible in a hired room much used for 
other purposes. A mantel-picce may be the 
solution but the darts-board used by the 
Boys Club and the well-thumbed Sports 
fixtures for the current season are not the 
best background! 

And have you never gone “all hot" when 
guests are present and the Lamp will not 
light? It is not the widow’s cruse, you know, 
and neither oil nor wick last for ever. 
Whose job is it in your Branch to see that 
the Lamp is put out in good order with 
everything to er Do you leave it to the 
pilot or to whocver turns up first, or have 
you a rota of members whose duty it is to 
come early to set all ready for the meeting? 


The Ceremony of Light 

Another question recently sent in— 
“Many branches hold a birthday service of 
ee ication in a church or chapel and 
then have a social gathering. Should not the 
Ceremony of Light be taken during the ser- 
vice rather than when the social part is to 
the fore? 

Here, again, no exact answer can be 
given. It must depend on the particular 
circumstances. Usually the Ceremony of 
Light would be associated with the re- 
dedication and, as such, take place at the 
most solemn part of the service. But there 
might be some who would feel unable to 
join in a service held in a building con- 
secrated to the worship of a particular de- 
nomination. For that reason many Branches 
prefer to hold their service of re-dedication 
in the room where they usually meet. At 
a Toc H Festival the Ceremony of Light, 
you may remember, does not take place 
during a Service but at the Birthday 
Gathering at the Albert Hall, or wherever 
it may be. 

But there is nothing against taking the 
Ceremony of Light during the most hilar- 
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ious Birthday party. In fact. hilarity and 
true religion can most joyously be found 
together. It is not to be forgotten that the 
first recorded miracle of Jesus took place 
at a wedding-party, when wine was called 
for to drink the health of the bride aud 
bridegroom. Probably it is this very blend- 
ine of fun and laughter and the quick re- 
bound to a recollected silence and deep 
prayer, that at many a Toc H guest-night 
has attracted and held the stranger. In true 
Religion the sacred and the secular know 


no boundary. 


“In some Branches the person who takes 
Light repeats the word ‘Light!’ at the con- 
clusion of the Ceremony. Is this right?” 

Where this occurs, the dignity of the 
Ceremony has certainly been obscured. The 
call to “Light!” marks the opening of the 
ritual. To repeat it as a direction to the 
person by the switch completely cheapens 
the ceremony. If you are a Branch of aver- 
age intelligence you can probably suggest 
your own alternatives! 


“Should the Ceremony of Light be taken 
by the Chairman or the Pilot or by some 
other Member?” 


To take the Ceremony of Light is the 
privilege of every Member. Too often it is 
limited to one or two of the senior office- 
bearers. To share the privilege is at once an 
enrichment to the one who performs the 
ceremony and to the Branch as a whole. But 
the matter should be arranged at least some 
days ahead. It may be there is one who 


would be shyly glad to commemorate in this , 


way some personal anniversary. 


e * * 


And, finally, a few questions that perhaps 
we can each one answer only for ourselves. 

It is well to check up, from time to time, 
on phrases we repeat, so familiar that their 
significance has become dimmed. 

The “proud thanksgiving’—Are we truly 
proud, truly thankful? For whom? Who are 
“the elder brethren” to us personally? In 
the silence, whom do we remember? Is our 
mind but a dim haze of formless shapes or is 
there just a vacuum? From the brief 
moment only that is afforded by some who 
conduct the ceremony, that must be the sad 
conclusion. Yet how rich that silence can 
be, bringing, as it does, a realisation of “the 
communion of saints”, the saints of all ages 
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as well as our own dear dead. And with the 
remembrance “that they without us should 
not be made perfect" we pass from the 
Silence to the Pledge. And so each Cere- 
mony of Light becomes a Re-dedication. 


Points for Discussion 


1. In your Branch mectings is the Lamp 
so placed as best to preserve its dignity as 
the symbol of Toc H? If not, how could this 
be attained? 


2. Do you think that Light and Family 
Prayers should go together or are they, as a 
rule, better separated? 


3. To take the Ceremony of Light is the 
privilege of every Member. Relate this to 
the circumstances of your own Branch. 


4- “In true Religion the sacred and the 
secular know no boundary.” 


J.W. 


MORE ABOUT PUBLICITY 


d member who has been a Press Representative follows up the article 
in the May number of Tue Loc with some hints from her own experience. 


“The local press is the dominant means ol 
reaching the largest possible body of in- 
telligent public opinion” was a statement 
made by the Lord Mayor of Bristol recently. 

Apart from the obvious publicity given 
by reports in the local press, there are many 
people who are interested in Toc H, yet 
lor some reason are not members, and who 
like to read about our adventures some- 
times. 

Therefore Branches would probably 
find it helpful to get in touch with their 
local press representative. Editors of local 
papers, being busy men, prefer receiving 
reports from their own known and trusted 
representatives to having to verify, and 
perhaps to re-write, reports sent in direct. 
Each Editor has his own style and a regular 
P.R. who writes for several papers learns by 
experience which style to adopt for each 
paper. . "hae 

Do let your P.R. know in good time if 
you want her (or him) to attend a function 
—she may have other engagements; and 
do let her have a programme in advance 
—she may be able to report several events 
in one evening if she knows beforchand 
what time the important parts are coming 
on. 
If you are the organiser and the P.R. 
approaches you for information, don't say 
“Sorry, too busy to attend to you now . 
Arrange for someone else to take this part 
of the job off your shoulders. Let the 
P.R. have all the information possible. She 
often has to take down lots of unnecessary 
facts and ask many apparently irrelevant 
questions before she hears that one sen- 


tence which stands out like a beacon to 
the practised mind, and which will appear 
as a head-line in to-morrow’s paper. 

IE your P.R. is a member of your Branch 
don't ask her to help with the washing-up 
when her mind is busy absorbing “atmos- 
phere". If, when the meeting is over, you 
feel she has not done her share of the 
chores, remember she will probably be hard 
at work long after you are in bed. Hasty 
notes taken at a meeting have to be sorted 
out and shaped into a report which may 
have to be telephoned at midnight or sent 
by early train next morning. News which 
is only a few hours late, is in danger of 
being “spiked”. 

If you like writing, and have a flair for 
putting things together in a readable way 
—without being brainy enough to write 
stories—why not consider becoming a P.R. 
yourself? It is an interesting and respon- 
sible job. Only a few people may attend a 
particular meeting but your report of it 
may be read by thousands and may play an 
important part in forming public opinion. 

Our Surveyor decided recently that the 
Flag-Stafl (a local land-mark) had become 
unsafe and would be better removed. The 
local Council passed this without comment. 
A short report in the paper roused public 
opinion to such an extent that the Council 
had to reverse its decision—and the Flag- 
Staff, repaired, still stands. 

Reporting meetings of all shades of 
religious and political thought tends to 
encourage fair-mindedness and is a grand 
way of learning procedure. 


i 

The Women’s Section of Toc H could 
do a real public service by educating women 
in procedure. Whenever I attend a public 
mecting and find a woman in the chair 1 
look out for fun—and usually get it. 

There was the pompous lady, very de- 
termined to do everything correctly, who 
carried all before her to the bitter end— 
and then found that no secretary or 
treasurer had been elected! And the ar- 
tistic lady, who sat in the chair through- 
out the meeting, and spoke, no doubt very 
charmingly, but so softly that no one 
beyond the second row could hear a word 
she said. It was only later that people found 
she had elected herself back to the chair 
for another year. 

Meetings, however, are not the only 
things to repo It takes courage to enter 
a bereaved household and ask for inform- 
ation. Yet many a sorrowing heart has been 


FAMILY 


There are rumours that the Family 
Coach does not always reach its destination 
—that the return journey sometimes does 
not happen at all. No doubt many hazards 
are encountered—storm, tempest, highway- 
men and general wear and tear may account 
for much slowing up of communications. 
while we know well that austerity feeding 
has resuJted in many casualties amongst our 
friends the horses. Maybe too, the distrac- 


CHAPEL ST. LEONARDS (LINCS) TO 
CODSALL (STAFFS) ,, 
DINNINGTON (YORKS) 
DONCASTER (YORKS) p 
DUDLEY (WORCS) „ 
DUKINFIELD (CHES) ,, 
DUNFERMLINE (SCOTLAND) _,, 
DUNSTABLE (BEDS) ,, 
EARLEY (BERKS) ,, 
EASTBOURNE (SUSSEX) „, 
EAST DEREHAM (NORFOLK) ,, 
EAST GRINSTEAD (SUSSEX) „ 


a kindly account of the 


ered on reading 
phe È ed one was held. 


esteem in which a lov i 
See ae a rough, labouring man who 
burst into tears as he told me about the 
death of his son in a far away hospital; a 
widow praising ber dead husband because 
he had “never raised his hand to me all 
the time we was married”; happy old 
couples celebrating their Diamond Wed- 
dings and talking of this town when it was 
a village sixty and seventy yeals ago; an 
old lady of 101 who danced a jig, sewed 
and recited. She told me about her own 
“walking wedding”, cighty years ago when, 
as she and her husband were walking home 
in their wedding finery they heard some- 
one say, “She's ued a knot with hier tongue 
she won't be able to untie with her hands. 

There are innumerable ways of helping 
people in connection with the job, and I 
think you will agree it is altogether very 
worth-while. - 


tions of the spring-time hedgerows have 
proved delaying, or the coachman himself 
may have erred, wishfully misreading the 
signposts, and taking the road to Devon 
where his heart lay instead of to Birming- 
ham where the finger of duty pointed. The 
Post-boy, anyway, has clear views on the 
subject, and, blowing his horn with no un- 
certain sound, he calls on the following 
branches to “Take up your pens, please!” 


STOCKPORT (CHES) 
SHEPPERTON (MIDDX) 
SHERBORNE (DORSET) 
SLOUGH (BUCKS) 
SOUTHAMPTON (HANTS) 
STREATHAM (LONDON) 
SWAFFHAM (NORFOLK) 
PORTMADOG (CAERNARVON) 
SPALDING (LINCS) 

YSTRAD MYNACH (WALES) 
STIRENAMPTON (BRISTOL) 
SPOTLAND (LANCS) 


All letters to be addressed to the Branch concerned, c/o Toc H (W.S.), 


Crutched Friars House, E.C.3. 
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WE WILL REMEMBER 


ADELINA BOYD, Newcastle (1935): March, 1949. 
EDITH THOMASINE JONES, aged 74, St. Austell 

(1943): March goth, 1949. 
SARAH BATES, Potters Bar (1946): Feb. 13, 1949- 


WINIFRED ETHEREDGE, North ‘Middlesex Gen- 
eral Branch (1936): January, 1949. 


MARY PEDDIE, North Staffs Area Generat Branch 
(1936): April, 1949- 
E. EDWARDS, Broxbourne (1999): April, 1949 
NELLIE SHARPE, Harrogate (1938): Nov. 26, 1948. 
ILEEN TIPPER, Twerton (1948): May 29, 1949. 
EDNA MARIA EDSA, Mitcham (1935): Feb. 1949- 


E. FLETCHER, Blackhill (1939): February. 1949. 
ADA FLORENCE, Coalville (1944): 1948. 

MARY KELLY, Stockport (1939): November, 1949- 

KATHLEEN SMITH, Merseyside General Branch 

(1935): January, 1949- 

MARY TYDEMAN, Dulwich (1936): March, 1949- 
BLANCH JOHNSON, Saltash (1949): Feb. 1949. 

KATHLEEN REES-MOGG, Central General Branch 

(1925): March, 1949. 

A. FLORA BAKER, Central General Branch (1996): 

March, 1949. 


“TO LISTEN NOW AND ALWAYS FOR THE 
VOICE OF GOD” 


This means something definite —not a 
vague intention to keep touch with One 
above. It means periods of withdrawal. To 
listen to God means to shut out other com- 
peting voices for a vine, and competing 
activities too. “Be still, and know that I am 
God”, said the Psalmist. IL was in the still, 
small voice, or “sound of great stillness” 
that Elijah heard God's message in the 
loneliness of the desert. 

So, if you really want to listen, take ten 
minutes or more at regular times when you 
can normally be free from interruption— 
at home or in a Church. And there, after 
prayer to the Holy Spirit (“We shall take 
of mine and show it unto you”), read your 
Bible and meditate on it. 


HOW TO MEDITATE? 

Look in a shop window and see a hat or 
fur coat, which excites your desire. he 
more you look, the more you want it. Then 
you look at the price and find you can only 
afford it by a period of self-denial in other 


\ things. But you want it so much, you think 
\ it worth the effort. So you resolve on the 


\effort and go out to begin making it. 
\ That is a meditation and consists of: 
Ù) Consideration or attention; (2) Grow- 
im desire; (3) Counting the cost; (4) 
Reolve; (5) Action. ? 2 
A. the place of the material object of 
desi, place Our Lord as you read of and 
pictüße Him in one of the Gospel incidents: 


or place one of the virtues you know He 
wants you to have and at present you have 
nol. 

Don't be worried if your thoughts wander 
—they always do. But keep trying to wrench 
them back to Him. Don't expect lovely 
feclings of devotion and spiritual well- 
being: they only tend to make your 
spiritual life self-centred. Your meditation 
is not to be for your comfort but for God's 
purposes in and through you. So what you 
do matters much more than what you feel. 

And if in spite of wandering thoughts you 
plug along day after day trying with little 
or no apparent success to meditate, you 
will, in fact, probably quite unconsciously, 
be growing all the time in knowledge of 
God and His Will. Others will know the 
growth, even if you don't. 

This way of prayer, when we listen to 
Our Lord rather than talk to Him, is far 
the most important part of prayer, and by 
far the most neglected. Without it, it is 
presumptuous nonsense to talk about 
“listening for the voice of God”. 


H. C. Money. 


NOTE: If any readers would care to write 
to Padre Money about difficulties in their 
prayers, he will be glad to offer what advice 
and comment he can. His address is: The ' 
Rev. H. C. Money, 33 West Street, 
Wareham, Dorset. 
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Most children excel in the variety of 
questions they ask and in their persistence 
in asking until they get an answer. It is 
later on, in the adolescent or adult stage, 
that people develop an unworthy fear of 
betraying ignorance by asking “silly ques- 
tions”. This symptom of vanity cannot be 
commended: it leads to sham, and often to 
shame as well. We walk in terror lest our 
shortcomings should be discovered by some 
other braver and more intelligent ques- 
tioner, whose how? and why? and when? 
destroys our superior air ol knowing all, 
assumed in order to impress others. 

There must be many members of Toc H 
(W. S.) who, more humbly, realise that there 
are gaps in their knowledge of the move- 
ment and would like to remedy matters. 
Toc H has, truly, so wonderfully grown, 
that one can quite fairly say that it is no 
longer possible (if it has ever been) for any 
one person to pose as “knowing all about 
it”. Yet the more we know, not only the 
more do we want to know, but the better 
equipped do we become as members. 

The purpose of this new department of 
Tue Loc is to try to satisfy a genuine desire 
for information, and to give an opportunity 
for some of the questions to be asked, which 
crop up in the minds of learners in Toc H, 
and to supply the answers which are not 
always easy to find. 

Questions are invited and should be sent 
to the Editor, Crutched Friars House, 
London E.C.3, with the name and address 
of the sender (which will not be published). 
The questions must have some bearing on 
Toc H and should be concerned with facts, 
not theories! The answers, provided by 
people specially qualifted to deal with each 
subject, will be printed in Tue Loc. In this 
way we will share what we know and enrich 
each other's store of knowledge. 

As examples, three questions which have 
been received recently are dealt with below. 


“WHEN WAS THE FIRST WOMEN’S LAMP LIT?” 


The first Lamplighting Festival of Toc H 
League of Women Helpers was held on 
December 7, 1928. On that evening the Pat- 
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ron, H.R.H. the Duchess of York as she 
was then, lit lamps for twenty-two branches 
in Christ's Hospital Hall in Great Tower 
Street. Owing to an accident, only one of 
these was actually a Lamp of the Magnib- 
cat, the others being small hurricane lan- 
terns bought at the last moment from the 
little hard-ware shop opposite All Hallows. 


“WIIY DO WE USE THE MEN'S LAMP AS OUR 
BADGE AND NOT OUR OWN?” 


When L.W.H. first started it had no lamp 
of its own, using for the Ceremony of Light 
various lamps and candles and, in some 
cases, the men's lamp. In 1923 it was decided 
that our badge should be a brooch in the 
shape of the Toc H Lamp of Maintenance 
and 250 were ordered. 

In 1925 our Constitution was drawn up 
and Article g consists of an agreement with 
Toc H whereby Toc H granted us permis- 
sion to incorporate the name of Toc H in 
our title and to use a representation of the 
Toc H Lamp as our badge; and we, in re- 
turn, promised certain safeguards. This 
agreement, with slight modifications, is still 
in our Constitution, and every member 
should be acquainted with it. When, in 
1928, the L.W.H. decided to have a lamp of 
its own, the Toc H lamp was still kept as 
the badge, and has become a token “link” 
between the two parts of the family. 


“IS THERE A SUPERANNUATION SCHEME OR 
SICKNESS BENEFIT FUND APART FROM NATION- 
AL HEALTH, OR DO SICK STAFF GRACEFULLY 
FADE AWAY?” 


The amount of £3,000 raised by the 
members as a Thanksgiving Fund was 
invested in 1946 in Savings Bonds and 
Defence Bonds in order to form a Staff 
Benefit or Provident Fund to help our 
whole-time paid staff on their retirement. 
The interest on the investments is added tc 
the fund each year. 

Small Societies such as ours are not 2 
a position to have regular superannuavn 
schemes, but members can rest assred 
that our Staff receive every po:ble 
consideration. 


} 
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NEWS, NOTES AND COMMENTS 


On Ascension Day there was a great gather- 
ing in the early morning at All Hallows. 
Many members from near and far came 
to join in the Communion Service, the first 
to be held in the new north aisle (now 
nearing completion) which was filled to 
capacity. Some of the new glass had been 
put into the windows, but the sparrows 
were still able to make their contribution 
of praise heard above the noise of Byward 
Street traffic, flying in and out at a large 
opening in the temporary south wall. The 
service for Free Church members was held 
in the Porch Room Chapel, so that, for the 
first time, all worshipped under one roof, 
and the singing of each congregation could 
be heard by the other. 


North Aisle Reopening. The following is 
taken from the All Hallows’ News LETTER. 
Members may like, if possible, to avail 
themselves of the opportunity offered. 


“Before the actual opening of the Church 
upon Thursday, 14th July, by the Diocesan, 
members of Toc H Districts may desire to 
fix an evening when they can assemble and 
pay a pilgrimage and join in prayer. There- 
fore from Thursday, 14th July, the even- 
ings will be gladly set aside for any such 
arrangements, which should be notified to 
All Hallows in due course. Upon the even- 
ing of Thursday, tqth July, after the 
Bishop's Opening is complete, it would 
be especially appropriate that Toc H 
friends should come from all directions. 
We should endeavour to obtain the use of 
two river launches, or even more, to bring 
our [riends together from east and west to 
share that joyful evening. If we can be 
assured that ınore will come this could be 
repeated on the evening of Friday, 15th, 
and Saturday 16th. On Sunday, 17th, the 
‘Sunday Services will, for the first time since 
ecember, 1940, be held within the North 

sle of All Hallows. This ought to be a 
vå oreat occasion, for this is the first 

= d . 

Cliych to be rebuilt in the City. We can 
giV&rhanks to God with a full heart for 
the \gnificance of this achievement.” 

` 


\ 


\ 


\ 


B.A.O.R. Members will have read of the 
activities of the Assistant Wardens in the 
Service Clubs in B.A.O.R., and many will 
have remembered meeting four of them at 
the Family Gathering last October. From 
time to time there are vacancies in this 
important work and we are anxious that 
these shall be filled if possible by members 
who are prepared to devote a year or two 
to it. Particulars can be obtained from Miss 
Potter, Overseas Secretary, Crutched Friars 
House, London, E.C.g. 


Day of Intercession at Michaelmas (Sept. 
29th). All branches are reminded to arrange 
for this in their programmes, and all mem- 
bers are asked to note it in their diaries. 


A legacy of £50 has been left to Toc H 
(W.S.) by Miss Ash, a devoted worker at 
the Crutched Friars House Lunch Club, 
whose death was recorded earlier this year. 
In accordance with her wishes, this has been 
used to make possible the complete repair 
of the fine carved balustrade in the house, 
which is now in thoroughly good order. 


Marjorie Philips, formerly of the Western 
Region and now of Southern Africa, has 
been in England on a brief holiday. Her 
friends in her old region and elsewhere were 
glad to get a glimpse of her. 


The Edinburgh Branch will be pleased to 
sce any Toc H (W.S.) visitors who may be 
in Edinburgh during the coming months. 
The branch meets on Wednesdays at 
7.30 p.m. at Riddle’s Court, Lawnmarket 
(on the way up to the Castle from the High 
Street), and any member who might “pop 
in” would be welcome. If other assistance 
is required, contact should be made with 
Miss MacKichan, 38 Strathearn Road, 
Edinburgh, g (Phone 51590), or with Mrs. 
Mannock, 6 Rosebank Road, Edinburgh, 
5 (Phone Granton 83562). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


TO KNIT OR NOT TO KNIT 
DEAR EDITOR, 

Ata recent Training Week-end the ques- 
tion of whether knitting (and other kindred 
activities) should go on during Toc H 
(W.S.) meetings was discussed. 

We decided to ask the members present 
not to knit because we felt that (a) A 
visiting speaker, or for that matter a mem- 
her speaker asked to pass an opinion would 
(even if exasperated beyond measure by 
the clicking of knitting needles) hardly like 
to do so. (b) In the matter of concentration 
on the subject of the speaker's talk, or on 


“Sometimes I knits and thinks, and 
sometimes I just knits.” 


the intricacies of knit one, purl one, drop 
one, the latter would no doubt win the 
day. 

Since with the advent of “no coupon” 
wool the question is likely to come more to 
the fore I am interested to find the reactions 
of other Toc H members to this matter. 

This is an opportunity for all the 
Madame Defarges in our movement to take 
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up the cudgels (or the knitting needles) 
on their own behalf or lay them down and 
for ever hold their peace! 
Yours sincerely, 
ELIZABETH FELTHAM. 


(Sympathy for the Speaker has been 
shown before, as may be seen by the illus- 
tration we reproduce here from THE Loc 
of January, 1937.—Ed.) 


LONELY OLD PEOPLE 
Dear EDITOR, 

For some time I have had a strong urge to 
ask if I might suggest to members, especi- 
ally where they feel there are not many 
opportunities of service, a big effort in the 
way of visiting lonely old people. 

I mentioned to “Ann”, that I tried to 
visit four old ladies—two of them are 
ninety years old—and how disappointed I 
was because ! hadn’t managed to go and 
pick four small bunches of primroses to 
take to them on Easter Saturday. 

Later, Ann (who works in a grocer’s shop) 
told me she had thought about being able 
to help when an old lady customer was 
distressed about her new ration book. She 
also thought the Padre could suggest where 
we might help. We could of course begin 
with our own relations. It was because I 
had news this morning of the passing of 
an old Aunt, aged go, whom I had hoped 
to visit next month in Notts., that I left 
off what I was doing to try and express 
“shortly” how strongly I feel about trying 
to lighten the lives of the thousands of 
lonely ones. Last night a friend visiting 
Weymouth, told me how a pre-war member 
of Toc H had been found occupying one 
room of her house in a distressing state of 
rheumatoid arthritis. 1 know she will now 
be cared for and loved. 

We don’t need to raise money for these 
jobs and Tin sure they are things Chris’ 
would have us do. If some appeal could E 
made in Tur Loc out of what I've trid 
to say I should feel so much happier. 

Yours in the family of Toc H, 
Frorence A. Day (“Daysıe” 
Weymith. 


>» 
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A ROYAL SURPRISE 


Dear EDITOR, 

Sharston Branch “Women's Section” and 
Men’s as well, had the experience of having 
onc of their members—should I say Lwo— 
visited by Royalty. Princess Elizabeth, and 
her husband, during their visit to Wythen- 
shaw were taken into the old folks’ flat, 
where our oldest members reside. Needless 
to say they were both very proud of this, 
especially as it was a surprise . . . So we 
had a most happy and interesting evening 
afterwards while Alice related to us various 
incidents of the Royal Visit, and what a 
thrill they had, when they spoke “over the 
mike” in the evening. 

As we are only a “toddler” branch—four 
years old in June—we feel very proud of 
this honour to one of our members and 
thought it might be an interesting item of 
news for Tut Loc. 

Every good wish from 
ALICE BINTCLIFFE. 


ROUND ABOUT 
THE FAMILY 


A RHODESIAN MEMBER WRITES OF HER 
WORK IN EAST AFRICA 


I've landed in hilly country again (Kenya), 
which is grand. Weithaga is an old mission 
station in the heart of the Kikuyu country, 
miles from the haunts of Europeans, and 
high up in the foothills of the Abedare 
Mountains. 

So it is very quiet and still—except for 
village noises, which I like, and country 
noises, which I love. The country is very 
thickly populated, every inch of all the 
ridges and valleys is under very inexpert 
cultivation, and the calls of the Picanins 


h echo backwards and forwards across from 


ridge to ridge all day. The Kikuyu are 
ducation-mad, and regard it as the answer 
À all evils. They are building school alter 
sool throughout the countryside — the 
Önen do the labour of building and the 
mig ut every penny they've got into 
teadleys' salaries and books and things. 
helping the Supervisor of Schools 
(a Chs. man working for the African 


STAFF TRAVELLING 


DEAR EDITOR, 

As an ordinary member of Toc H and as 
a housewife continually trying to balance 
the family budget, I should like to con- 
gratulate all concerned with Toc H 
(Women’s Section) Accounts. 

The largest item, Salaries, is a most 
economical expenditure for the number ol 
staff paid. 

With regard to travelling expenses, a 
rough calculation of zos. per day for 
twenty days of the month and twelve 
months in the year means {120 for one 
member of staf alone. This is so economical 
that £982 for the whole staff travelling ex- 
penses must surely mean that the younger 
members travel half fare! 

Joking apart, it must mean extremely 
well-worked out itineraries when there are 
so many miles to cover in a Region. 


Congratulations and many thanks! 
G.V.P. 


Anglican Church) to start a central educa- 
tion office for the 164 primary schools which 
the African Anglican Church is responsible 
for in the province. You can imagine what 
a job he has, supervising so many. And all 
mad-keen to get on. It is a tremendous 
opportunity for the church to get alongside 
the Kikuyu, help him in what he has set his 
heart on, and strive to keep education 
Christian. If we don't help them, they will 
do it by themselves, and become more con- 
vinced than ever that the Europeans are 
trying to pee them back. It is a shattering 
problem, and it is probably just as well we 
cannot see twenty years ahead, because they 
certainly can’t stand the pace, and they cer- 
tainly won't go any slower! We are working 
on a scheme of post-primary rural schools, 
which it is hoped will turn a vast number 
of children back on to the land. At the 
present rate of “educated” children refusing 
to work on the Jand, there is going to be a 
famine—and not too far in the future. The 
men already consider it beneath them—and 
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with the increase in education among girls, 
they are beginning to think so too. So when 
the present crowd of older women (who do 
all the work) dic, nobody knows who is 
going to cultivate. The elders of several 
villages understand this, and are very keen 
to get going on rural sclıools. 

However, all 1 am called upon to do at 
the moment, is get this office going, and 
train a young African clerk to run it. He, 
Joel, is just out of High School, with his 
English School Certificate, and is a gentle, 
friendly lad and shatteringly enthusiastic 
over the dullest office routine. He has be- 
come a bener touch-typist in two months 
than I was alter six months. Vhe Kikuyu 
will certainly get on—if only we can help 
them to get on in a “balanced” way. 

JACQUELINE SILCOCK. 


LIFTING THE BARRIER 


“Toc H was ‘in at the kill’ of the Blockade. 
We were asked by Welfare to take a Mobile 
Canteen down to the Barrier on the Auto- 
bahn where the Russian Zone begins, for 
the soldiers who had been on duty all even- 
ing and for the Press Representatives. We 
left Berlin about 11. 30 on Wednesday even- 
ing. It was a curious feeling driving towards 
the Russian Zone. You had the feeling that 
the Russians might still have something up 
their sleeves. However we soon saw the 
lights of the Check Point ahead and joined 
in the queue of cars all going in that 
direction. We managed to persuade the 
American, aud English Military Police that 
we really were on duty and drove forward 
to the Barrier. There was no air of His- 
torical Solemnity there. it was more like 
the interior of a film studio, are lights and 
wires everywhere, and Camera men sitting 
on every vantage point including the roof 
of the Check Hut. At first no one seemed 
to know anything about us, sa we too 
climbed up and sat on the roof of the ‘tilly’, 


and at ı am. on Thursday we saw the Bar-. 


rier lifted, and the first cars went slowly 
through towards the Russian Check point 
about 200 yards ahead. The first cars from 
the British Zone didn’t reach Berlin until 
about 2.90 a.m. and the first German lorry 
10 reach the Elbe Bridge received a new 
engine and 1,000 marks. As soon as the Bar- 
rier was opened we were discovered by the 
Public Relations Major and told to open 
up. The idea was to serve only the British, 
but it was impossible to ask everyone what 
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nationality they were, and we were soon 
serving English, American and German 

d. d. y . . í 
alike, including the inevitable bunch o 
German children who always spring up 


from nowhere when a mobile ARRESE y% 


A BLIGHTY CLUB DOWN UNDER 


An item of news [rom Western Australia 
is the recent formation, with Toc H as spon- 
sors, of what is known as the Blighty Club 
—comprised of British Migrants. lt started 
about three months ago with four young 
migrants, two of whom were living at 
Toc H House, and in this short space of 
time has grown rapidly. They meet each 
Sunday alternoon at Toc H House with 
business meetings in between and last 
Sunday had an attendance of about 100. 
They are terribly enthusiastic and have 
found it a great boon to have somewhere 
where they can meet and talk with others 
from Home, as most are living only in 
rooms. They plan to have organised outings 
to see something of Perth and its surround- 
ings, also lectures, discussions etc., to learn 
all they can of the way of life here. They 
are also now planning a community build- 
ing scheme in order to endeavour to pro- 
vide themselves with homes, for this is a 
great difficulty here as everywhere else. 


LEYTONSTONE’S “TWENTY-FIRST” 

On Saturday, goth April 1949, Leytonstone 
(Women’s Section) celebrated their 21st 
Anniversary. It began at 4 o'clock with a 
Service at St. John’s Church, Leytonstone, 
conducted by the Branch Padres, the Rev. 
J. A. Stanley, Vicar of St. John’s, and the 
Rev. D. G. Mumby, Vicar of St. Augustine's, 
Leytonstone. 

After the service, all who could ad- 
journed to the Church Hall, where an 
interval was allowed for grectings and a 
general “get-together” before tea was served. 
This was a very gay affair, and the loaded 
tables belied the tale of general austerity. 

The tables were cleared (the men under- 
taking this operation with miraculous 
rapidity) and chairs re-arranged, and the 
two Chairmen (Marjorie Sinnock and Grać 
Broom) opened the evening procecdigs 
with a welcome to Guests and Uhts. 
Marjorie's admirable speech of intrauc- 
tion and welcome ended by invitir the 
founder-member, Maggie Carter, ° the 
platform. Maggie was given a gre>TEcep- 


tion, and her amusing talk, relating how 
she was invited to start the Leytonstone 
branch, was very well received. 

Grace then read out cables, telegrams and 
letters of congratulation and good wishes 
from old members and friends unable to be 
present, and there was a Toc H greeting 
from all present to the various Units repre- 
sented: Wanstead, Fast Ham, West Ham, 
Ilford, Walthamstow, Battersea & Clapham, 
Hendon, Chelmsford and others. There 
followed an entertainment by Miss Alma 
Court and friends, who delighted the 
audience by singing many old and well- 
loved songs. 

At 7.30 p.m. “Light” was taken by Elsie 
Wiseman, an old Leytonstone member but 
now of Wanstead. She gave a short intro- 
ductory talk explaining “Light” and what 
it meant to members of Toc H, and to 
members and non-members this was both 
illuminating and welcome. Mary Rush- 
worth was then introduced by the Chair- 
man, and her talk on Toc H, its ideals, 
aspirations and opportunities was most in- 
teresting and inspiring and, one felt, all too 
short. She in turn introduced the Founder- 
Pilot, Miss Macfie, who also spoke most 
interestingly and encouragingly of the 
many opportunities that lie ahead. Both 
these speakers were greatly appreciated by 
all present, and Leytonstone in particular 
were grateful for their many kind words of 
encouragement and inspiration. 

At 8.90 p.m. there were more songs and 
music, and the audience joined in some 
Community singing; and finally, the even- 
ing closed with Home-going prayers taken 
by the Rev. J. A. Stanley. 


A GUEST NIGHT AT PORTISHEAD, MAY 6, 1949 


This was a great occasion for Portishead 
Toc H, and a great success from start to 
finish. We had been expecting a visit from 
Tubby for so long and now he was actually 
here in our midst. Many guests were present 


\ to meet him including the Sherriff of 


\ Bristol, and ex-Lord Mayor of Bristol, the 
hairman of the local Council, Rev. H. F. 
\awhridge, Reg Smith, Thora Cowell, Ruby 
Rif and many members of surrounding 
Bknches. i 

‚eryone talked and mixed together in 
the}yjendliest way until it was time for 
Har Thomas to conduct the “joyful 

nois¢\_and did we sing! And did we laugh 


over Tom's account in verse of the Cleve- 
donians' journey to Portishead! 

Then a great hush descended as we 
listened to a strangely beautiful play en- 
titled “Towards the Light” which depicted 
the life of Everyman as a day—morning. 
alternoon, evening, and the last hours. 
Tubby described the play as infinitely 
moving when he took the platform to give 
a history lesson on London and in par- 
ticular on All Hallows. 

Light was taken by Albert Savory who 
will shortly be returning to the Oji Leper 
Settlement in Nigeria. Home going prayers 
were taken by our own Padre, Rev. W. L. 
M. Coombes. 


MARCH TRAINING FOR TEES-SIDE AND 
DARLINGTON 


Once again it has been our privilege and 
pleasure to meet as we did last year at 
Brockley Hall, Saltburn. Although the 
weather was very wintry, it was gratifying 
to meet so many from various Units. We 
arrived about 4.30 p.m. and were given a 
pleasant welcome by the Principal of 
Brockley Hall and shown to our allotted 
bedrooms. Then we descended to the spac- 
ious and comfortable Lounge where we 
chatted to old and new friends, till tea was 
served. After tea, Mrs. Lumley, the Chair- 
man, took “Light” and Roll Call and wel- 
comed everyone, including our Speaker for 
Saturday Evening, who was Mrs. G. Prud- 
hoe of Darlington. Her subject was 
“Organisation” and she explained very 
clearly about Branch Office bearers, their 
duties and the qualifications needed to be 
a success in the office they undertake. 

Sunday morning found the majority brav- 
ing the elements to attend Communion 
Service at Church or Chapel and then back 
again to lovely breakfast. Another short 
Service followed, and at 10.30 aan. there 
were discussions on the Duttes of District 
‘Teamsters which proved interesting and en- 
lightening. 

A short walk out before dinner was 
enjoyed by quite a number, and afterwards 
Miss Peggy Gwynne spoke. She followed 
Mrs. Prudhoe's previous talk and went on 
to Administration. She explained what Dis- 
trict Teams, Area Council, Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee and Headquarters 
Advisory team arc. These talks are very 
helpful to all Members, old and new. 

O. S., REDCAR. 
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE IN TRAINING 

The North Staffordshire District (compris- 
ing Stoke-on-Trent, Leek and Knypersley 
Branches) has just held its first “weekend” 
since before the war. We spent Saturday 
and Sunday, April znd and grd at Shallow- 
ford House, Stone, and we were delighted 
to have with us Ruby Relf (North West 
Regional Secretary), Thora Cowell (South 
West Regional Secretary), Betty Speed 
(Manchester Area Secretary) and three 
members from Manchester and Stockport 
Units. 

After tea we settled in the comfortable 
Common Room for Ruby to talk to us on 
the “Social and Spiritual Aspect of Toc H”. 
This was no small order when one considers 
the vast horizons those two words “Social” 
and “Spiritual” can compass, but Ruby’s 
eloquent and quietly reasoned’ talk very 
adequately touched those horizons and led 
to an equally eloquent and reasoned dis- 
cussion. After supper we indulged in games 
until it was time for evening prayers in 
Shallowford’s lovely chapel and then to 
bed, slowly, talking in twos and threes. 

Sunday dawned, grey, showery, windy, 
and rumour was abroad that the Man- 
chester folk so loved their weather, they had 
brought it with them—a rumour most em- 
phatically denied. Some members went to 


Communion, others stayed in bed to catch 
up the lost hour until breakfast, but all 
attended the family service, a service on the 
theme “God is Spirit” compiled by a Stoke 
member who. though absent through ill- 
ness, we felt was spiritually present with us. 
The reading was from the Apocrypha, “The 
Wisdom of Solomon”, and was a fitting 
prelude to Ruby's talk on the “Intellectual 
Aspect of Toc H” which followed later in 
the morning. This was an admirable exposi- 
tion of a difficult subject. Too often, the 
writer thinks, is it assumed that the Intel- 
lectual is a terrifying person, priggish, 
arrogant, chock full of facts: whereas 
the true intellectual, having knowledge. 
achieves enlightenment and wisdom through 
humble exchange with his fellow men. And 
where better can this exchange happen than 
in Toc H? 

After lunch Thora told us something of 
life in Southern Rhodesia with its complex 
native question, and this we followed with 
a “brains trust” until tea, over which the 
tongucs wagged harder than ever, for we 
had still so much to say to one another and 
so little time was left. So to the summing up 
and to the cluster round the piano, singing 
“The day Thou gavest” and joining in 
homegoing prayers. H.M.R. 
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